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here. T found none among them sufficiently well prepared for
Baptism, though I conferred it on five of their sick children,
who then recovered their health.

As for the Ousaki, they above all others can be called Savages.
They are very numerous, but wandering and scattered in the
forests, without any fixed abode. I have seen nearly two hun-
dred of them, to all of whom I published the faith, and have
baptized eighteen of their children, to whom the sacred waters
were salutary for both soul and body.

The Ilimouec speak Algonquin, but a very different dialect
from those of all the other tribes. I understand them only
slightly, because I have talked with them only a very little.
They do not live in these regions, their country being more than
sixty leagues hence toward the South, beyond a great river—
which, as well as I can conjecture, empties into the Sea some-
where near Virginia. These people are hunters and warriors,
using bows and arrows, rarely muskets, and never canoes. They
used to be a populous nation, divided into ten large Villages;
but now they are reduced to two, continual wars with the
Nadouessi [Sioux] on one side and the Iroquois on the other
having well-nigh exterminated them.

They acknowledge many spirits to whom they offer sacrifice.
They practice a kind of dance, quite peculiar to themselves,
which they call “the dance of the tobacco-pipe.” It is executed
thus: they prepare a great pipe, which they deck with plumes,
and put in the middle of the room, with a sort of veneration,
One of the company rises, begins to dance, and then yields his
place to another, and this one to a third; and thus they dance in
succession, one after another, and not together. Ome would
take this dance for a pantomime ballet; and it is executed to
the beating of a drum. The performer makes war in rhythmic
time, preparing his arms, attiring himself, running, discover-
ing the foe, raising the cry, slaying the enemy, removing his
scalp, and returning home with a song of victory—and all with
an astonishing exactness, promptitude, and agility. After they
have all danced, one after the other, around the pipe, it is taken
and offered to the chief man in the whole assembly, for him to
smoke ; then to another, and so in succession to all. This cere-



